Cape Cod Radio Conference

Frequently Asked Questions and Information

When do I need to be there?  Where do I go?

     The conference begins at 10 am with registration beginning at 9:45 in the Tilden Arts Lobby.  You can park in the first parking lot of the campus and follow the signs up to the Tilden Arts Center.  There is a welcome desk upon entry where you can pick up your conference materials.  A WKKL representative will be there to direct you.  For those of you unable to attend early forums, I ask that you arrive at the Welcome desk at least 15 minutes before your forum.  For those of you unfamiliar with the area, the college is right off exit 6 in West Barnstable.

When can I leave?

     Whenever you want!  I hope you will experience some of the other panel discussions and network with your fellow broadcast professionals.  Take time to see the Makkay Broadcast Center – I’m very proud of it!  I hope you stay for our open forum and lunch! From 2-3 pm we will be having a full networking forum where you can talk to students and network with other professionals.

What is the appropriate dress?

  Business casual, station logos, your call.   It is radio after all, but I have met announcers that arrive to work in their pajamas….

How do I know who Lisa is?

   Any of the WKKL members (at the welcome table or wearing WKKL shirts) can direct you to me.  I’ll be running around between the Makkay Broadcast Center and Tilden Arts Building.    I’m blonde and will probably look like a chicken with its head cut off…

Video/audio tapes of the event…

  Each forum will be video taped and audio taped for potential class use and a potential supplement for a textbook I am writing.  You will receive a form to sign giving your permission for use in your conference materials, please return those at the welcome desk.  Your voice or likeness will not be used on the air.  I will have copies of the videos available by request and will also be in contact when the book publication comes closer.  I would never print anything prior to getting your permission.  Depending on your schedule, students may be request interviews with you as well between forums.  Feel free to discuss this with me.

How do I get in touch with Lisa if I’m running late or can’t make it?

Lisa’s cell phone is (508) 776-1773.  If I don’t answer, I’m in an interview or forum.  Leave a message, I’ll call you right back.  My office number is (508) 362-2131 x4684.

What is the format of the panel discussions?

     Each forum is scheduled 40 minutes – but that includes question and answer plus the opportunity for people to come up to speak to you individually.   

     The WKKL representative will first introduce the entire panel by name and radio association and that if an audience member at any time has a question they may raise their hand, and address that speaker. They will also explain that there will be a full question and answer period at the end and an opportunity to speak individually to the panel.

       The WKKL representative will then introduce the first panelist listed in the program with the information you sent me in your bios.   

     My suggestion is to prepare to speak approximately 5 minutes on the topic (slightly longer for panels of two/three speakers) and answer questions.  All the panelists have different ideas and backgrounds – so you should be able to approach the topic with some contrasting ideas as well as share similarities.

     THIS IS INFORMAL, BUT INFORMATIVE.  You all communicate for a living – do what is comfortable for you – you can prepare a full speech, or ad lib based on what you see in the audience.

     The WKKL representative should point out any questions in the audience and help keep the conversation going as well.  Please note that most of these representatives are students, not experienced moderators – and very respectful of professional broadcasters – so therefore, there is no way to put this politely, they won’t shut you up.   Please be your own moderator of time and give everyone on the panel a chance to speak.

      Any point one speaker makes can be commented on by other speakers on the panel.  You can open discussion – yet be respectful of the other speaker’s time allowance.  Don’t break up their flow completely.  The WKKL rep should bring it back to the original speaker.

How do we know what our fellow panelists will cover?

   You all come from various backgrounds. While there will be some overlap, you probably will come from different perspectives.  If you would like me to put you in contact with other members of your forum, contact me ASAP.

Who is the audience?

      The base audience members are Cape Cod Community College students, some Bridgewater State College Students, and general public.  We expect members from area colleges, high schools, community radio stations, and general public.  You also will find other media professionals in the audience.

What is the format for questions?

    We’ll try to keep it relaxed. When a question is asked, the WKKL representative will address it to the speaker at hand.  They answer it, and then it is open to discussion by all the panelists.  Please feel free to acknowledge the person who is asking the question without the WKKL representative, in case they do not see them.  There are members of the audience with disabilities.  If you do not understand an audience member because they have a speech disability, ask them to repeat, and the WKKL representative will be able to assist.

What if there are no questions asked?

     I’m sure this won’t happen, as you are all so entertaining!  In case of lack of questions, please feel free to open the panel discussion.  Feel free to email me potential questions I can forward to my WKKL representative to keep the flow going.

Networking and meeting the public…
     In this business, the person sitting next to you may be your next great boss…or the person that recommends you for that dream job.  In today’s radio world of mergers and changes, you never know who might be your next best friend…network and enjoy.

      My biggest tip in promotions is that the average person will never come up to you and introduce themselves.  They think of you as a “star” or too busy for them.  That is why you always should go up to them first and shake their hand.  They are that much more likely to listen to you on the radio.  You’ll make a listener on the air and be supported in the panels.  I hope you take the opportunity to meet the people you are speaking to.

Searching for interns or potential employees…
    The final forum of the day opens the discussion up to how to get a job in radio.  This will be followed by networking and questions in a relaxed atmosphere.  If you are looking for employees/interns – mention it…come to that last forum and meet potential interns.  

Food….

    There will be a Continental Breakfast starting at 9:45 in the Tilden Lobby. We will have bottled water available at all forums for the speakers.  Please ask a WKKL representative for assistance if you need something.  Just after 2 pm, we return to the Tilden Lobby for our final forum and open discussion, plus luncheon sandwiches, salad, cold drinks and dessert.  This is also a great time to answer questions, network, and just enjoy.

Promotional items…

     Absolutely!  Plug your stations and your shows/events.  Hand out bumper stickers or giveaways.  These are college students and community, and they love FREE!  I understand that “there is competition” in the market and everyone is under one roof.  For today, we have one goal…working together to inform future broadcasters on the business we love.  So promote responsibly and enjoy!

The unpleasentries….

    I’m sure this won’t happen, but just in case…

     Okay, we’ve all had them…the #1 radio fan.  Generally they are really nice and just star struck….sometimes they are stalkers.   By advertising this on most of the radio stations, websites and newspapers, we are opening this up to the general public.  IF YOU HAVE ANY PROBLEMS AT ALL, have the WKKL representative contact security and myself immediately.  

We have no idea what the turnout will be…
     This is our third radio conference.  Everyone loves the idea.  We’ve done some great publicity, yet a 70-degree day on a weekend could spoil our fun and attendance.   I promise you that every individual that comes to the conference will be truly interested in the messages you communicate to them.  I believe in this event, and obviously by signing on, you do as well.  Remember every individual is important as audience, not numbers.  Lets hope our medium and messages have done us well….

Thank you for your participation in the 4th Annual Cape Cod Radio Conference!

All my best,

Lisa Zinsius

General Manager, WKKL

